
 
 

  

 

 

  

 
 

 

Aston Martin and Heart of Racing record historic first victory with 

one-two finish in the Rolex 24 at Daytona  

 

• Aston Martin begins 110th anniversary year with one-two victory in North 

America’s most famous endurance race – the Rolex 24 at Daytona 

• First class win for British ultra-luxury brand since debut in 1964 

• Vantage stars throughout race in GT classes of 61st Daytona 24 Hours 

• Heart of Racing finish first overall in GT as well as GTD class 

• Magnus Racing makes it two Aston Martin Vantage GT3s on GTD podium 

• Aston Martin Racing champions Marco Sørensen and Darren Turner add to 

illustrious victory tallies 

 

Sunday, 29 January, 2023, Daytona International Speedway, USA: Aston Martin’s multiple 

championship-winning Vantage has added another glittering accolade to its growing legacy 

as one of the sport’s most successful GT cars by recording an emphatic class victory in the 

61st Rolex 24 at Daytona on Sunday. A faultless performance by reigning IMSA 

WeatherTech SportsCar GTD class champions Heart of Racing [HOR] and drivers Roman 

De Angelis (CDN), Ian James (GBR), Darren Turner (GBR) and Marco Sørensen (DEN), 

underlined a winning start to the team’s title defence for the Seattle-based Aston Martin 

Racing partner team. 

 

The win is Aston Martin’s first in the Daytona 24 Hours – North America’s most prestigious 

endurance event – in its 12th attempt since its debut in 1964, and marks the perfect opening 

to the British ultra-luxury sportscar brand’s sporting season in its 110th anniversary year.  

 

Vantage was a competitive factor in both of the event’s GT classes, but such was its 

emphatic level of performance, that HOR’s GTD class winner was the first GT car to finish 

the race. Moreover, HOR was chased all the way home by Aston Martin Racing partner 

team Magnus Racing, with the #44 Aston Martin Vantage, whose driver crew of John Potter 

(USA), Andy Lally (USA), Spencer Pumpelly (USA) and Nicki Thiim (DEN) finished second 

in GTD and third GT car home, making it a double podium finish for Aston Martin. 

 



 
 

With the focus firmly on making it through the night unscathed in a race that is notorious for 

regular contact and high attrition, both GTD Vantages started steadily with James (HOR) 

and Potter (Magnus) staying out of trouble in the early running. But strong stints ensured 

both cars were firmly established in the top five by the evening.  

 

The HOR #27 was never out of the top three throughout the long night, and for a long period 

until about two hours before dawn the team’s #23 GTD Pro class entry (for homologated 

GT3-specification cars), manned by AMR works driver Ross Gunn (GBR), Alex Riberas 

(ESP) and David Pittard (GBR) also led its class before running into technical issues. 

 

Magnus Racing’s #44 car kept a watching brief however and steadily became a victory 

threat as dawn broke and the race reached its climax. Excellent performances from reigning 

IMSA GTD champion De Angelis and Turner, who can now add a Rolex 24 victory to his 

tally of three Le Mans and two Nürburgring class wins, meant that the American racing fans 

were treated to a showdown between FIA World Endurance GT champion Sørensen and 

his old ‘Dane Train’ team-mate Thiim, now a rival in the Magnus Racing car. 

 

The last hour was interrupted several times by caution periods, but Sørensen held his nerve 

as he and Thiim crossed the line just 5.3 seconds apart at the finish. 

 

Heart of Racing Team Principal and Rolex 24 race winner Ian James said: “Words can’t do 

justice to how proud I am of this team and what they’ve achieved this weekend. To win the 

Rolex 24 at Daytona is the crowning glory for anyone involved in IMSA and it means the 

world to all of us to have finally done it. Winning Daytona as reigning IMSA GTD champions 

just goes to prove the strength and the talent of the team we’ve built up at Heart of Racing. 

It's great to be able to win this race for the Seattle Children’s Hospital and to underline the 

love and support we give to them, and we owe our gratitude to team owner Gabe Newell for 

allowing us all to make this dream come true, and of course Aston Martin.” 

 

The Vantage GT race car is derived from Aston Martin’s critically-acclaimed road car, and 

shares the same aluminium body-frame and a specially tuned version of the four-litre V8 

turbo-charged production engine. In all its variants (GTE, GT3 and GT4), Vantage has 

proved to be phenomenally successful, and the Rolex 24 triumph ensures that the car is a 

reigning Daytona and 24 Hours of Le Mans class winner and a defending champion in both 

the world’s leading endurance series – the FIA WEC and the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 

Championship. 

 

Huw Tasker, AMR Head of Partner Racing, said: “This is an incredibly significant day in the 

history of Aston Martin Racing. The Rolex 24 at Daytona is a race we’ve wanted to win for 

a long time with Vantage and, for good reasons, it’s proved a tough nut to crack, which is 



 
 

why it means so much today. For Aston Martin to win its class in the most important 

endurance race in North America is an emphatic statement of our intent in this market, and 

it's the perfect way to begin the defence of Heart of Racing’s defence of the IMSA GTD 

crown. Congratulations too must go to Magnus Racing, who delivered a superb performance 

and could just as easily have won, and to our new partners TGM who along with TF Sport 

did a great job to reach the finish of such a challenging event.” 

 

The next round of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship is the world famous 

12 Hours of Sebring, which takes place on Saturday, 18 March, 2023. 

 

- ENDS - 

 

 

About Aston Martin Lagonda:  
Aston Martin’s vision is to be the world’s most desirable, ultra-luxury British brand, creating the most exquisitely 
addictive performance cars.  
 
Founded in 1913 by Lionel Martin and Robert Bamford, Aston Martin is acknowledged as an iconic global brand 
synonymous with style, luxury, performance, and exclusivity. Aston Martin fuses the latest technology, time 
honoured craftsmanship and beautiful styling to produce a range of critically acclaimed luxury models including 
the Vantage, DB11, DBS, DBX and its first hypercar, the Aston Martin Valkyrie. 
 
Based in Gaydon, England, Aston Martin Lagonda designs, creates and exports cars which are sold in 56 
countries around the world. Its sports cars are manufactured in Gaydon with its luxury DBX SUV range proudly 
manufactured in St Athan, Wales.  
 
Lagonda was founded in 1899 and Aston Martin in 1913. The two brands came together in 1947 when both 
were purchased by the late Sir David Brown, and the company is now listed on the London Stock Exchange as 
Aston Martin Lagonda Global Holdings plc. 
 
2020 saw Lawrence Stroll become the company’s Executive Chairman, alongside significant new investment, a 
move that led to Aston Martin’s return to the pinnacle of motorsport with the Aston Martin Aramco Cognizant 
Formula One™ Team and commenced new era for the iconic British marque. 
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Global Headquarters Gaydon 
Kevin Watters 
Director of Communications 
+44 (0)7764 386683       
kevin.watters@astonmartin.com 
 
Paul Garbett 
Head of Corporate and Brand Communications 
+44 (0)7501 380799       
paul.garbett@astonmartin.com 
 
Grace Barnie 
Manager, Corporate Communications 
+44 (0)7880 903490       
grace.barnie@astonmartin.com 
 
Jessica Jay 
Press Officer, Product Communications 
+44 (0)7825 863880 
jessica.jay@astonmartin.com  
 
Raphaele Loheac-Derboulle 
Press Officer, Lifestyle Communications  
+44 (0)7801 265126 
raphaele.loheac@astonmartin.com  
 
Jay Gill 
Brand & Lifestyle Communications Executive 
+44 (0)7917 882902 
jay.gill@astonmartin.com  
 
Scott Fisher 
Heritage Communications Manager 
+44 (0)7841 912225 
scott.fisher1@astonmartin.com  
 
Simon Strang 
Motorsport Press Officer 
+44 (0)7554 436372 
simon.strang@astonmartin.com 
 
The Americas  
Morgan Theys 
Head of Public Relations 
+1 602-300-0945 
morgan.theys@astonmartin.com 
 
 

Continental Europe  
Tina Brenner 
Head of PR Europe 
+49 (0) 172 8232375 
tina.brenner@astonmartin.com  
 
Karolin Stiegelmayr 
PR Executive 
+49 (0) 162 2581360 
karolin.stiegelmayr@aston.martin.com 
 
China / Hong Kong / Taiwan 
Jessie Zhang 
Marketing and Communications Manager 
+86 136 9366 7009 
jessie.zhang1@astonmartin.com   
 
Nan Chen  
PR Coordinator  
+86 8036 9051 
nan.chen@astonmartin.com   
 

Asia Pacific 
Megumi Tanida  
Marketing and Communications Manager, 
Japan / South Korea 
+81 90 8462 6053         
megumi.tanida@astonmartin.com   
 
Sarah McDonald 
Marketing and Communications Manager, 
SEA / ANZ 
+61 438 115 108          
sarah.mcdonald@astonmartin.com 
 
Middle East  
Dana Taleb 
Marcomms Controller 
dana.taleb@astonmartinmenat.com 
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