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ASTON MARTIN VANTAGE GTE DOMINATES FRONT ROW FOR TOTAL 6 HOURS
OF SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS

e GTE Pro World Championship leaders Aston Martin dominate qualifying at
Spa-Francorchamps on return to FIA WEC action

e Maxime Martin and Alex Lynn secure their first pole for Aston Martin

e World Championship leaders Nicki Thiim and Marco Sgrensen line-up on
GTE Pro front row

e First front row lock-out for the Aston Martin Vantage GTE in Pro class

Friday, 14 August 2020, Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium. Aston Martin Racing celebrated its return
to active duty, following the coronavirus lockdown, with a first ever front-row lock-out for the Aston
Martin Vantage GTE in qualifying for the Total 6 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps, Round 6 of the
FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC), in Belgium, on Friday.

Maxime Martin (BEL) and Alex Lynn (GB) clinched their first pole position for the British luxury
sportscar brand at the same venue where they scored their maiden victory for Aston Martin, 14
months ago. The duo outpaced their GTE Drivers’ World Championship-leading team-mates Nicki
Thiim (DEN) and Marco Sgrensen (DEN) by a mere 0.008s in a fiercely-contested qualifying

session that witnessed several lap deletions for track limit violations.

This exceptional performance means that Aston Martin extends its lead in the Manufacturers’
Championship over Porsche by another point to 33. Aston Martin’s qualifying record at the
legendary Ardennes circuit is enviable, with the British luxury sportscar brand’s previous and
current generation Vantages having collectively secured eight class pole positions in the nine FIA
WEC races run at Spa since the inception of WEC in 2012. It’s also the fourth pole for the Vantage



GTE and its second in succession, having started from the front with Thiim and Sgrensen at the
Lone Star 6 Hours at COTA last time out, 173 days ago.

Maxime Martin said: “It feels amazing to be on pole position at home, especially as it is my first
one in the WEC for Aston Martin Racing with Alex. We’d been on the front row before a couple of
times so it’s nice to be starting first. In these cars, with the high downforce and close times, track
position is becoming more important and it is always easier to control a race from the front.
Tomorrow is another day though and it looks like it will be typical Spa weather. We had some

crazy weather last year and we proved we could manage it quite well, so we will see.”

Lynn, who travelled overnight from Berlin where he completed the FIA Formula E season, added:
“Max deserves a lot of the credit for this and he pulled out one of his mighty Spa laps as he so
often does around here. From my side, | tried to keep it tidy, push hard and make no mistakes
and here we are. I'm really looking forward to fighting for a win tomorrow and getting us back in

the world championship fight.”

The new-look #98 Aston Martin Racing GTE Am crew of Paul Dalla Lana (CDN), Augusto Farfus
(BR) and works driver Ross Gunn (GB), qualified an encouraging fourth in class as the team goes
in search of a fifth Spa victory from six attempts. The TF Sport Vantage GTE, which already has
three class wins to its name this season, driven by Salih Yoluc (TUR), Charlie Eastwood (GB)
and Aston Martin Racing factory driver Jonny Adam (GB), will start from sixth position.

Aston Martin Racing Managing Director John Gaw said, “Statistically this is the best ever
qualifying performance for our cars in the GTE Pro class, and it’s our first front row lock-out for
the Aston Martin Vantage GTE. Max and Alex did a solid job and now it’s in our hands tomorrow

to make the most of the opportunity in front of us.”
The 2020 Total 6 Hours of Spa begins at 1330 local time on Saturday, 15 August.
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