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Aston Martin Vantage GT8 takes honours at Nurburgring 24 Hours

e Aston Martin Vantage GT8 wins SP8 class in 2017 ADAC Nurburgring 24 Hours
e Close-to-production car punches above its weight to finish just outside top 20

o #7 Aston Martin runs flawlessly for 24 hours

Sunday 28 May, Nurburgring: Aston Martin Racing survived a dramatic, last-hour
torrential downpour to win its class in the 2017 ADAC Nurburgring 24 Hours after

dominating the event’'s SP8 category with a flawless performance.

The #7 Aston Martin Vantage GT8 led its class for much of the race and ran with such
metronomic precision that it ran among the more powerful GT3 race cars in higher-

specification classes inside the top 30 from the night-time onwards.

But factory Aston Martin driver Darren Turner (GB), tasked with bringing home the
close-to-production Vantage GT8, featuring the revolutionary Nexcel active oll
management system, needed all his vast experience and skill in the final stint to
navigate a dramatic late storm that covered a third of the 20.832km Nordschleife circuit

in water — threatening to erase all the team’s strong work through the race.

In the end team principal David King, and Turner, decided that he should stay out and
bring the car home safely in 21st position, rather than pit and risk track position, given

the team’s advantage over its competitors.

Turner said afterwards: “When you have heavy rain here, it might only fall on a third of
the track. So you really want to wait until it looks like everything is going to get wet
before changing tyres. The other thing was that we had a nice cushion to our

competitors in the class, so there wasn’t a big requirement to pit and change tyres.

“Last year we led the class up until a few hours from the end and | was very conscious

that this year we made sure the car got the result it deserved.

“It's great to have won here at the Nordschleife. You are constantly fighting the circuit

and the elements here rather than the competition. This is a hard track, in what is



effectively a production car, and to survive that is testament to the build and quality of
the Vantage GT8.”

Reigning FIA World Endurance Champion Nicki Thiim (DN) said he was delighted to
win the SP8 class at his favourite circuit: “This is such a cool event and this is a mega
result. To get nearly a whole, dry, 24 Hour race at the Nurburgring is something very
strange, so | was not surprised to see the rain at the end. | knew all along that Darren
would bring it home. The car itself was really easy to drive all weekend. It was fantastic

— thanks to the guys.”

Turner and Thiim were joined by Peter Cate (GB) and Nordschliefe regular Markus
Lungstrass (G), who both contributed double-stints during the night. Cate paid tribute
to the Vantage GT8 saying: “The car has been immense. We knew last year that it was

very competitive and this year has just proved that.

“Having Darren and Nicki in the car has been mega because it has given a whole
insight into how you can play with the set-up. When you consider it is effectively a road

car with modifications, it is insane that we finished 21st overall.”

Lungstrass added: “The car was brilliant, it's so good to drive. The key thing | have
taken away from this is that it was cool to drive alongside and learn from guys that race
regularly in the WEC like Darren and Nicki. It is like a dream come true. | was really

proud that David asked me to drive and the experience has been awesome.”

David King, President of Aston Martin Racing said, “It was so obvious that we only
needed to get around one more lap to see the chequered flag that when the car we
were trying to keep ahead of came in to pit we knew there was no way he could catch

us, so we stayed out and it worked. Darren was as cool as a cucumber.

“To have a completely flawless race, in such challenging conditions is excellent. it was
hard and fast and tough, and the car was immaculate. It just ran perfectly. The drivers
did a great job. To have four such well matched drivers, two super pros and two guys
that really stepped up, I'm so proud for everybody. It means such a lot and | wouldn’t

feel anymore proud if we had won the race overall.

“This is not a GT3 race car, it has a standard V8 engine, gearbox and electronics, so

it is a real tribute to the Vantage that it is still winning classes and races.”

- Ends-



Further information available via www.astonmartin.com or www.astonmartin.com/media.

You can also find the Brand Communications team on Twitter.

For Aston Martin’s social media channels, please use the following links:
e Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

Google+
Pinterest

YouTube
LinkedIn
Vine

Global Headquarters Gaydon
Simon Sproule, VP and Chief Marketing Officer
E-Mail: simon.sproule@astonmartin.com Mobile: +44 (0)7896 621779

Kevin Watters, Senior Communications Manager
E-Mail: kevin.watters@astonmartin.com Mobile: +44 (0)7764 386683

David Adams, Press Officer, Product Communications
E-Mail: david.adams@astonmartin.com Mobile: +44 (0)7825 863880

Grace Barnie, Press Officer, Corporate Communications
E-Mail: grace.barnie@astonmartin.com Mobile: +44 (0)7880 903490

Raphaele Loheac-Derboulle, Press Officer, Lifestyle Communications
E-Mail: Raphaele.loheac@astonmartin.com Mobile: +44 (0)7801 265126

Sophie Tobin, Press Officer
E-Mail: Sophie.tobin@astonmartin.com Mobile: +44 (0)7812 679785

The Americas
Matt Clarke, PR & Brand Communications Manager
E-Mail: matthew.clarke@astonmartin.com Mobile: +1 949 870 5942

Continental Europe
Bastian Schaefer, Marketing and Communications Manager
E-Mail: bastian.schaefer@astonmartin.com Mobile: +49 (0)160 969 59241

China
Rachel Guo, Marketing & Communications Manager
E-Mail: rachel.guo@astonmartin.com Mobile: + 86 156 0162 8312

Middle East
Sandra Schneider
E-Mail: sandra@schneider-pr.net Tel: +971 50 524 0120

Asia Pacific
Dan Redpath, Senior Manager, Marketing & PR
E-Mail: daniel.redpath@astonmartin.com Mobile: +65 8586 8083



http://www.astonmartin.com/
http://www.astonmartin.com/media
https://www.twitter.com/AstonMartinPR
http://www.facebook.com/astonmartin
http://www.twitter.com/astonmartin
http://www.instagram.com/astonmartinlagonda
http://www.plus.google.com/+astonmartin
http://www.pinterest.com/astonmartin
http://www.youtube.com/user/astonmartin
http://www.linkedin.com/company/aston-martin-lagonda-ltd
https://vine.co/astonmartin
mailto:simon.sproule@astonmartin.com
mailto:kevin.watters@astonmartin.com
mailto:david.adams@astonmartin.com
mailto:grace.barnie@astonmartin.com
mailto:Raphaele.loheac@astonmartin.com
mailto:Sophie.tobin@astonmartin.com
mailto:matthew.clarke@astonmartin.com
mailto:bastian.schaefer@astonmartin.com
mailto:rachel.guo@astonmartin.com
mailto:sandra@schneider-pr.net
mailto:daniel.redpath@astonmartin.com




